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Esteemed Mr. Antonio Guterres,
Secretary - General of the United Nations,
United Nations Headquarter,

405 East — Street No. 42

New York, 10017

United States of America (USA)

Greetings,

We send this message to you on behalf of the undersigned Palestinian and
Arab human rights organizations, to draw your attention to the issue of
Palestinian and Arab martyrs whose bodies are being held by the Israeli
occupation authorities.

Since before the 1967 aggression, Israel, the occupying power, has pursued
a contradictory policy of detaining the bodies and remains of the dead Arab
and Palestinian fighters, classifying them as infiltrators or terrorists, and
denying them the procedures used to bury and collect the bodies of the
enemy, where the dead are buried in what Israel calls "the cemeteries of
enemy fighters”, which are neglected mass graves located in areas that
Israel considered closed military zones.

The Israeli authorities kept these graves to a large extent a secret that they
only recognized in the mid-1990s, after the Israeli Supreme Court ordered
an investigation to locate two "missing” bodies, and the subsequent
investigation committee appointed by the Israeli occupation army
confirmed that by July 2000 that there were three cemeteries under the
administration of the Israeli military, where there are 349 bodies of Arabs
and Palestinians buried in secret. The process of identifying missing
persons is complicated by the humiliating and systematic negligence of
burying bodies, in addition to the lack of proper documentation and
registration. Later in 2020, Israel admitted that there is another cemetery in
Negev dessert.

In addition to the hundreds of bodies buried in these cemeteries, the Israeli
occupation authorities are detaining 70 Palestinian bodies in refrigerators



under very low temperatures, of which prisoners died due to torture and
medical negligence, were one of them is a prisoner who spent 27 years in
Israeli prisons. This policy is used by the Israeli Authorities for the
purposes of bargaining to pressure Hamas to negotiate a possible prisoner
exchange deal.

In September 2020, the lIsraeli Cabinet decided that the body of any
Palestinian could be detained, regardless of his political affiliation or the
severity of the alleged attack that he carried out and used for this purpose
[bargaining and negotiation]. This was described by political analysts as
“trading of corpses”.

The policy of detaining the bodies inflicts great emotional pain on the
families of the martyrs and deprives them of their right to mourn their sons
and feel grief for them.

This policy also violates the customary IHL rules on the treatment and
disposal of the war dead bodies and the obligation to facilitate their
repatriation, required, inter alia, by Article 130 of the Fourth Geneva
Convention.

In addition, this policy also violates the rights of the dead to a dignified
burial and their families’ rights to family life, religious freedom, and
cultural traditions, and the prohibition against inhuman or degrading
treatment.

Michael Link, the special rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the
Palestinian territories occupied since 1967, considered in a report to the
United Nations Human Rights Council that the policy of detaining bodies
Is a form of collective punishment.

In view of the decision of the Israeli Supreme Court in which it approves
the continuation of this policy, even though it violates international law,
we call on you to address this illegal policy, and call for the immediate
repatriation of all the corpses of Arabs and Palestinians detained by Israel,
and to call for an end to the Israeli policy of using bodies as bargaining
chips.
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